
Letter from the
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,
On two of the most beautiful Seattle 
October days, we welcomed nearly 1,000 
area high school students to the fifth 
annual King County Construction Career 
Days. This is one of the highlights of our 
year and the event validates the reason 
why the Foundation exists today—to 
develop and promote construction careers.
Students arrived at Magnuson Park 
with little understanding of why their 
teachers registered them for the event. 
The students quickly learned that the 
park was filled with opportunities and 
hope for great career choices. Hundreds of 
students enjoyed trying carpentry skills 
as they helped build our coffee house, 
and many of them told us that hands-on 
work is how they learn best in school. 
Others love technology and were awed 
by the UW construction lab, realizing 
for the first time that construction is 
heavily dependent on modern technology. 
Not surprisingly, everybody said that 
operating the heavy machinery was the 
highlight of the day.
Construction Career Days reminds 
us of our responsibility to encourage 
kids to choose construction careers. Our 
foundation is committed to ensuring 
that all students find inspiration and 
opportunities through multiple career and 
education pathways.
You can take pride knowing that your 
contributions to the Foundation have had 
a positive impact on so many young people 
and their individual career journeys.

Diane Kocer 
Executive Director

“A community college opens doors to the kids 
that never thought they could get a college 

education,” said Ferguson Construction CEO Gene Colin 
when committing to establish a new AGC Education 
Foundation (AGC EF) endowment to fund scholarships 
for South Seattle Community College students interested 
in construction.

The two-year college scholarship program is the first of 
its kind for AGC EF, which will raise funds to build on 
Colin’s initial investment.

Colin encourages others in the construction industry 
to rally behind two-year colleges. “I hope that by starting this endowment we 
encourage others to explore this path,” he said. “Our two-year institutions just 
haven’t received the attention of the industry that four-year schools have, yet an 
AA degree or certification program can be an excellent entreé into construction.”

Colin chairs the South Seattle Community College Foundation board of directors 
and is passionate about its mission and its efforts to address the needs of the trades. 

“Through South programs students can get a higher level understanding of 
drafting, heavy equipment mechanics, and the office-side of estimating and 
project management,” he said. “It parts the veil — they get a glimpse of the great 
opportunities that await them. An AA degree allows them to be much better 
prepared to enter the construction workforce immediately or to continue to a 
four-year construction management program. This endowment builds on other 
innovative efforts to help students enroll and remain in school such as the 13th 
Year Promise Scholarship that recognizes that a high school diploma and one-
year of college is the critical tipping point for student to earn living wage jobs or 
continue education.” 

OPENING DOORS IN CONSTRUCTION EDUCATION 
 Gene Colin Funds New Scholarship

 (continued on page 5)

Gene Colin, Chairman 
and CEO Ferguson 
Construction, Inc.

School officials and local dignitaries join Gene at the dedication of the new

 Gene J. Colin Education Hall at South Center Community College
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PROMOTING CONSTRUCTION CAREERS THROUGH EDUCATION 
 AGC EF Pilots a High School Mentorship Program

The AGC Education Foundation partnered 
with the Bellevue Big Picture School to create 

a mentorship program for high school freshmen 
interested in pursuing careers in the fields of 
engineering, architecture and construction. The goal 
of this partnership was to provide early exposure to 
the construction industry. This, in turn, reinforced 
and emphasized classroom curriculum with real-
world experiences and exposure to the people and 
places in our industry.

During this 12-week pilot program, students met with Larry Johnson, 
Prime Construction and Bob Landau, GLY Construction. They visited 
the University of Washington where they toured the Architecture and 
Engineering programs and attended a Heavy/Highway Construction 

class. The students also toured 
the Amazon building with GLY 
Construction, built bridges for 
stress testing, visited the Army 
Corps of Engineers Building 
with Sellen Construction, 
and completed their own bid 
demolishing the Seattle Space 
Needle and replacing it with the 
Eiffel Tower. The culmination of 
the students’ experience included 
a presentation of the bid and a 
review of the program to the AGC 
Education Board of Trustees.

Bob Landau serves as mentor to students from Bellevue Big Picture School.

Larry Johnson shares stories about  
owning a construction company.

EDUCATION GRANTS

2012 - 2013 GRANT AWARDS

Cedarcrest High Schoo1 
Chief Sealth High School 

Central Washington University 
Construction Center of Excellence 

Coyote Central 
Franklin High School 

Marysville Getchell High Schoo1  
NapavineHigh Schoo1 

 South Kitsap High School 
University of Washington

Washington State University
West Valley High School
 Youth Care/Youth Build

Gene Colin Funds New Scholarship (continued from page 1)  Elizabeth Pluhta, Associate Vice President for College Relations 
and Advancement at South, says support from industry is vital. “Our partnership with the local business community is absolutely 
critical to the success of our economy and community,” she said. “We provide a pipeline of trained employees to businesses, and 
industry helps us through ensuring our programs stay relevant by offering advice, equipment and internships, as well as providing 
support directly to our students.”

Colin says that community colleges such as South play an important role in developing the construction industry’s workforce. 
“Construction has become so innovative and technology-based that wielding a shovel is no longer enough to gain entry into the 
industry, much less advance into management jobs,” he said. “But not all students want to attend four-year colleges or need to in order 
to achieve their goals. Two-year institutions are an excellent, often overlooked, pathway.”

The scholarships provided through the new endowment is an important resource for South Seattle Community College students. 
“Scholarships provide much-needed tuition assistance for our hard working students, enabling those to attend college who otherwise 
might not be able to afford to do so,” Pluhta said. “They provide students with the vote of confidence, letting them know that someone 
that they have never met believes in their potential.”

For more information about the AGC EF’s Two-Year College Scholarship Endowment, contact AGC EF Executive Director Diane Kocer.


